
A  third parameter complicates the interactions 

between the air and the ocean: the coasts.  Their 

relief has an infl uence on tides, waves and currents, 

which makes creating the models more diffi cult.  Yet 

economic and ecological interests are concentrated 

precisely in these areas, together with most of the 

associated risks.  The technology carried by Jason-2 

will improve the models’ performance close to the 

coasts.
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