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ing system and data center delivering tropical Pacific Ocean surface velocity fields viathe Internet
/). Surface currents are computed from satellite altimeter and vector wind daa Lsng mahods deveoped during

OSCAR isapilot processi
(www.oscar .noaa.gov,

. the Topex/Poseidon altimeter rsealch mission. OSCAR is alransmon using
National altimeter data. The variou: and prediction, ic education and raesrch fldwens
H , oil spills, fronts and eddies, search and rescue, naval and maritime operations, and
OceanOg rap h Ic idlecuriosity. OSCAR provides vdwty mapsupdaed onal-week basiswithin 10 days of Jason altimeter measurements. Thisis
Partners h | ps made possible by (1) the rapid availability of Jason-1 Interim Geophysical Data Records (IGDRs) within 2-3 days delay from thetime
of satellite mees:rement and (2) the fact that Jason-1 IGDR data approach the accuracy of scientific Topex/Poseidon and Jason-1
Program (NOPP)  atimeter Daa DRS) which y delayed 1-2 months. The velocity fields are published in the monthly
NOAA Climate Di ics Bulletin and y useful in itoring the recent evolution of ENSO conditions.

The pilot OSCAR web server allows user-selected geographic regions, display resolution and scaling of image display maps, aswell as
access to the entire Topex/Poseidon/Jason-derived field from 1993-present.
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The Currentsare Validated with Drifter Data - Jatitudes 35°N and 35°S.
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East-west equatorial current: ¥ J " and tested. We welcome your comments
Mean difference = 10 cmvs (0.2 Kt) R Rt ack i At for improving the latest online version.
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Previous analysis shows that strong e B |
eastward current anomlies coincide A i
with El Nifio. Date (1993-present)
(Anomalies are the difference
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The sequence from July through

early September 2002 is shown with
the current anomalies plotted on top
of SST anomdlies. pas
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The eastward flow has grown
steadily stronger in the western half £
of the equatorial Pacific. (Vectors :

are horizontally smoothed to remove
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