TOPEX and Jason : A second take on rain-flagging
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INTRODUCTION

The dual-frequency technique for altimetric rain detectioi
was developed for TOPEX, and has been used in a number o
papers to examine the global patterns of rainfall on diurnal
seasonal and interannual scales. Can Jason data be

treated just the same?
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INTERIM SUMMARY

Despite different ¢” scaling, Jason, like TOPEX, has a tight
0’-0" relationship, with a little variation with SWH and time.
The two altimeters respond similarly to the large scale o’
variations due to wind; do they agree on the fine
scale necessary for rain studies?
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FINAL SUMMARY

The derived attenuations from TOPEX and Jason agree
very well, so the proven validation of TOPEX rain data 1s
applicable here. A Jason dual-frequency rain flag 1s a good
indicator of anomalous data, and can also be used to
extend the TOPEX rain climatology.




