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Introduction

The Bass Strait in-situ calibration site has been used in the calibration and validation
of satellite altimeter data since the launch of TOPEX/Poseidon in 1992 [i8I4], The
primary focus at the site has been the estimation of absolute bias in altimeter
derived sea surface height (SSH) using a combination of oceanographic moorings,
GPS buoy deployments, coastal tide gauge and land based GPS data. As the sole
site of its kind in the Southern Hemisphere, the Bass Strait site provides important
input into understanding various error sources in satellite altimetery.

With an objective of improving our understanding of any geographically correlated
orbit errors present in altimeter orbits, the Bass Strait site was selected as part of a Fig.3: In addition to CGPS sites at Burnie and Round Hill,
ﬁon site is located under Jason-1 collaborative French/Australian project to trial the French Transportable Laser episodic GPS stations are used during the GPS buoy

The offshore comparison point is Ranging System [ (FTLRS). The FTLRS was operated in Tasmania over a five Bggloy i, [k bl sdipus S AL s g

S 145°35'43" in Bass Straitl3l. of the GPS buoys which are then used to define the ITRS

month period between 1 December 2007 to 17 April 2008 jointly by French and datum of the oceanographic mooring at the comparison
Australian staff. The FTLRS and temporary GPS installation were located within the point.

city of Burnie close to the Jason-1 descending pass 088, several kilometers from

the Burnie tide gauge/CGPS and inland CGPS sites.
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