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Twelve years of Images of the 
Month on Aviso web

Telling stories of altimetry
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Aviso web
www.aviso.oceanobs.com

• Created in 1995
• Frequently updated:

– Background updates
– About two news (at least) per week
– « hot news » (hurricanes, flooding, storms, events…)
– Regular chronicles

• “Lively data” (since 2003) (~monthly)
• “press review” (since 2002) (~weekly)
• Image of the Month
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“Image of the Month”
• A regular chronicle since November 1998
• To highlight the variety of subjects linked with altimetry and Doris:

– Oceanography, 
• from altimetry alone, 
• but also merging satellite sensors (altimetry/SST, altimetry/ocean color, 

altimetry/SAR…), 
• or merging techniques (altimetry/in situ, altimetry/models…)

– But also: 
• Climate studies
• Rivers and lakes height measurements
• Ice studies
• Some satellite/instrument information

• Highlighting YOUR work 
• Telling stories of altimetry, 
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STARRING
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Recurring heroes
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Ierapetra Gyre
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Ierapetra Gyre



8

El Niño 
(& sister)
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El Niño 
(& sister)
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El Niño 
(& sister

& brother)
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Action!
Suspense!

El Niño 
(& sister)



12

Adventures in the 
South seas…
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http://yacht-
maiken.blogspot.com/2006/08/stone-sea-and-
volcano.html
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Unexpected meetings…



17

…with creatures 
of the dark ages
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…between 
scientists 
and kids
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…between 
Nature & 
Human 
beings
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… between Human beings & Nature
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Raging elements!
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Discoveries!
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Truths challenged!
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No tides in the Mediterranean ?
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Antarctica, 
a still continent?
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Recipe…
• Find likely subjects (illustrated ones!) & sources
• Choose a subject, trying to get the mix right on a year span: 

– a pinch of climate, 
– two hints of in situ, 
– add some other sensors, 
– freeze a little with some ice-related fields, 
– Stir with high waves (e.g. a hurricane or typhoon)
– And let it flow with hydrology

• Widen the horizon – not everything from Toulouse (nor France, nor 
Europe!)

• Contact the author(s)
• Write, make up into web page and publish
• Let it known…
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Where do those subjects come 
from?
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JGR & other scientific journals

EGU, ESA…
& other meetings

OST/ST

Mainstream media

Alert by a 
contact person

Conversations

Monitoring
(routinely plotted maps,

regular events)

Work description by an Aviso
User,  sending of his/her
article “Motivation” as filled in the 

Subscription form

Events (launchs…)

New data
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… and you’re welcome to suggest


