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Skeptics



The controversy starts because we 
delayed our data release in order to 
update our web page.



When we finally released 
our new data and web page, 
we noted prominently that a 
new GIA correction had 
been applied.

http://sealevel.colorado.edu





Glacial Isostatic Adjustment (GIA)

[James et al., 2005]
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Immediately the skeptical 
blogosphere accused us of inflating 
the sea level rate by including the 
GIA correction



The narrative of the blogosphere got 
more press when a conservative 
Heartland Institute blogger, James 
Taylor, regurgitated and exaggerated 
further the previous skeptical blogger 
claims on Forbes.com 

"Gatekeepers of our sea level data are 
manufacturing a fictitious sea level 
rise that is not occurring," said James 
M. Taylor, a lawyer who focuses on 
environmental issues for the 
Heartland Institute.

NASA HQ sees the Forbes blog and 
wonders if we need to address the 
false claims (we decide not to at that 
time)

http://Forbes.com/


Insulting Emails Begin Arriving

“Doctor... Venkman. The purpose of 
science is to serve mankind. You seem to 
regard science as some kind of dodge... or 
hustle. Your theories are the worst kind of 
popular tripe, your methods are sloppy, 
and your conclusions are highly 
questionable! You are a poor scientist, Dr. 
Venkman!”



Insulting Emails Begin Arriving
“I was reading how your environmentalist group has been manipulating the data regarding 
the level sea rise. I am an analyst myself and I know just how easy and tempting it is to fudge 
data in order to get the statistics to say what you want it to say. I guess that shows the 
spurious nature of the public education system in the United States to have not thrown your 
lying asses out on the street for your dishonest activities in order to push a political agenda. 
But hey I guess academia is like congressman weiner in that neither weiner nor academia 
have any ethical standards. I guess your mindset is that any means to an end is permissable.”

“LMAO. You global alarmist lying mother f*****s have been caught again. Sea level and 
global water volume are two separate and distinct things. You a******s have been caught 
lying again. Did The Goron recommend this obvious manipulation of data? Or did you 
j****offs dream it up yourselves.You alarmist fudgepackers are caught again and again 
manipulating the data. And even if global warming were are real event, which it isnt, most 
wouldnt believe you. HA HA HA...screwed yourselves again...Now F*** OFF!”

“You guys suck! Global warming, climate change, manipulation of data so you libs can suck 
more money out of the taxpayer' pockets and so Algore can get richer.What a bunch of BS!”

“A bunch of frauds. If I had done this in my dissertation I would have been kicked out of 
my graduate school program. You should be ashamed! No statistical addition to raw data 
is insignificant. Your group is simply biased with your political agenda!”

“Why can’t you just let data be data!?”



Insulting Emails Begin Arriving
“Stop adding to the sea level measurements. You call yourselves scientists. You're a bunch of 
frauds pushing a political agenda. I heard in May you added 0.3 millimeters -- or about the 
thickness of a fingernail -- every year to your actual measurements of sea levels. What are you 
clowns doing. If you did that at a real University like NYU, you'd be thrown out as a fraud.”
“As one who believes the assertions of climate change to be agenda-driven nonsense, I just 
wanted to thank you for your gift of doctored data.Keep up the fine work. You're doing a 
helluva good job!!!”
“I read where your research has been streaching the water one might say as reporting false 
info. on the sea level. It appears as though you who follow Al Gore and his Global Warming 
theory will do anything to keep the lie going, even filing false reports on the Sea Level.Anyone
with half a brain knows that what is happening is just another Cycle in the Earths' History. It 
has nothing or very little to do with what man does or does not do. It has been going on for 
Millions of Years and all of this Bull Shit about Global Warming or Chnge is only making Al 
GORE RICHER AND GETTING UNIVERSITIES MORE OF THE TAX PAYERS MONEY 
TO FUND THIS FOOLISHNESS.Get a real Job and do something other than live off of the 
Tax Payers.”
“I cannot comprehend how scientists like you can present false data to the world. I would 
think that common sense, a good upbringing by caring parents and professional ethics would 
keep you from becoming premeditated liars. Do you now feel great remorse? Will you now 
acknowlege your fault and purge your work of all un-scientific numbers? Or will you 
stonewall?I recommend that you all do the right thing. You know what that is, as do all of us 
across the country. Face the music and change the tune.”



FoxNews Comes Calling
• We were contacted by Maxim Lott of FoxNews about the Forbes 

blogger's claims; we explained the GIA correction in a detailed 
email.

• Maxim Lott publishes an article on FoxNews on June 17 which 
basically parrots James Taylor's claims; the new article does not 
include the explanations we provided; the article also solicits the 
opinion of John Christy, a skeptical climate scientist at U. 
Alabama, but not a sea level expert.

• The FoxNews article is replayed on Fox affiliates and picked and 
carried around the world by conservative/skeptical news and 
bloggers, including the Drudge Report.



Fox News Report



NPR Science Friday



Media Matters contacted the reference 
we provided, Prof. Dick Peltier, and he 
responds that the GIA correction is 
relevant and a non-issue

Media Matters runs a synopsis of the 
episode outlining how the story came 
about and how it was failed journalism 



Don’t Lose Your Temper

“Back off, man. I'm a scientist.”



Some Observations
• Many more people were tracking our website than we previously 

thought – and many of those were climate skeptics.
• This community will go to extraordinary means to try to discredit 

your science.
• The nature of the internet today is that it is very easy to distribute 

false information that nevertheless appears to be legitimate.
• In this case, the GIA correction was smaller than the error bar on 

our sea level rise estimates.
• They ignored a much bigger target – that sea level rise has 

actually slowed over the last decade!
• Bottom Line: Everyone is watching what we are doing, so we need 

to be very clear in our science and our science communication.
“We’re seeing mounting evidence now that the scientific community, rather than 
overstating the claim or being alarmist, is the opposite,” said Naomi Oreskes, a science 
historian with the University of California, San Diego. “Scientists have been quite 
conservative … in a lot of important and different areas.” – Climate Daily



Greenland Ice Melt from GRACE
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