Recent advances on mesoscale characterization
in the Western Mediterranean Sea:
complementarity between altimetry and other sensors
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Case study | Small eddy detection north of Mallorca island Validation of HR altimetry with glider measurements in the lIbiza channel
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Qualitative and quantitative comparisons with glider
and drifter observations further confirm that the new
altimetry product allows a better representation of
mesoscale features.
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date. The grey dots are the trajectories of drifting buoys Figure 7: Surface transport across the Ibiza channel from Figure 8: Glider versus altimetry surface geostrophic

launched at the same time (the red boxes with the number “1” glider and altimetry gridded fields provided by AVISO. velocity across the Ibiza channel. Left: from standard
AVISO data. Right: from HR products.

indicate the initial positions, and the black boxes with the
number “2” indicate the final positions).

Glimpse of potential improvement with new HR dataset. Ongoing work.
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Looking forward to new altimeter missions: Saral/Altika, Sentinel-3, SWOT.
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