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immense reservoir of heat, the ocean is
an integral part of the Earth’s climate cycle.
Crucial to preserving the fragile balance
of our planet, it has the potential to wreak
havoc. For this reason, many scientists are
striving to understand the ocean environment,
its interaction with the atmosphere and
its impact on the climate. Satellites are

~ essential for this endeavour as they can make
ions anywhere, at any time. They can
p the avel of the oceans on a
ve height to within

©CNES/J-P. Haigneré




